As stated in our Editorial Policies and Instructions for Authors, the overriding mission of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care is to publish papers that have "educational value and scientific merit for clinicians and researchers associated with anaesthesia, intensive care medicine and pain medicine". It goes without saying that this mission can be achieved only if the papers represent original work, are free from bias and are an honest and accurate account of the work undertaken. This applies whether the paper is a clinical study, survey, audit, review or even case report. For this reason, like many other journals, Anaesthesia and Intensive Care has stringent requirements for authors in the submission process. These include disclosure of conflicts of interest, a method of identification of ethics approval and registration of clinical trials. All authors are also required to sign a statement agreeing to our Terms and Conditions, indicating that they are all responsible for the information presented.
With these types of requirements, scientific journals are attempting to ensure that the information presented is honest and accurate. This in itself is a difficult task, as can be seen by the recent retraction of a large number of articles, particularly in anaesthetic literature. However, we are faced with an even more difficult task as highlighted in a recent editorial by Altman and Moher 1 in which they call on all journals to not only attempt to ensure that the information is honest and accurate, but also to attempt to ensure that "no important aspect of the work undertaken has been omitted".
Altman and Moher point out that selective publication of only positive or favourable results seriously distorts the evidence base. More import-antly, selective non-publication of negative or unfavourable results is misleading. For this reason they have proposed a "Declaration of transparency for each research article" and have asked all journals to include this declaration in their submission process. The declaration they propose is as follows:
The lead author affirms that the manuscript is an honest, accurate and transparent account of the study being reported; that no important aspects of the study have been omitted; and that any discrepancies between the study as planned (and if relevant, registered) have been explained (signed by the manuscript's guarantor).
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care is very pleased to support this initiative. Our Terms and Conditions now include the following declaration, which must be signed by ALL authors:
This manuscript is an honest, accurate and transparent account of the study, case or topic being reported; no important aspects have been omitted; and any discrepancies from a study as planned (and, if relevant, registered) have been explained.
We hope that the inclusion of this declaration will further discourage selective reporting or nonreporting of information available to authors at the time of the submission of their paper, and increase the confidence with which readers can interpret the information presented. 
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